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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of determining whether digital content is 
licensed, the method comprising: 

maintaining a unit of digital content at a content location on a server 

system, the content location having a content URL address; 
maintaining licensing information at a licensing information location on [[a]] 
the server system, 

the licensing information location having a licensing 

information address, 
the licensing information location being separate from the 

content location, and 
the licensing information further having information for 
allowing the server system to provide the unit of 
digital content to a client system: 
using [a] the content URL address of a unit of d i gita l content to identify the 
location of the licensing information address , th e lic e nsing 
i nformat i on comprising information for a l lowing a source to provid e 
the unit of d i g i ta l cont e nt ; 
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using the licensing information address to access the licensing 

information : and 

oxamining comparing the content URL address with the licensing 

information to confirm that the sourco idontifiad by unit of digital 
content associated with the content URL address of the unit of 
dig i tal content is licensed to provide tho unit of dig i ta l contont be 
provided to the client system. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein oxamining 
comparing the content URL address with the licensing information further 
includes: 

determining a URL pattern referenced in the licensing information; and 
comparing the URL pattern referenced in the licensing information with the 
content URL address of tho un i t of digita l content . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein comparing the URL 
pattern referenced in the licensing information with the content URL address 
further includes: 

confirming that the license covers the unit of digital content is l i censed by 
determining that the URL pattern referenced in the licensing 
information corresponds to the content URL address of the un i t of 
d i g i tal contont . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein the URL pattern 
roforoncod in tho licons i ng information corresponds to the content URL address 
of tho content when the URL pattern matches the content URL address of tho 
unit of digital content . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3, further comprising: 
responding to [[a]] the URL pattern roforoncod in tho liconsing information that 

corresponds to the content URL address of tho unit of d i g i tal content by 
directing [[a]] the client system to process and render the unit of digital 
content. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein using the content 
URL address of tho unit of dig i ta l content to identify the locat i on of tho licensing 

information address further includes: 

determining at least one potential location for the licensing information on 
the server system based on [[the]] a prefix of the content URL 
address of tho unit of d i g i tal content . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6, wherein the at least one 
potential location is determined through a feet directory system on the server ©f- 
through a subdirectory on the server whore tho content resides system, the 
directory system having a root director/ and at least one subdirectory . 
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8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 7, further comprising: 
searching through the root directory for the licensing information. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[8]] 7, wh e rein, further 
comprising: 

whon licons i ng information i s not found through tho root directory, 

searching for the licensing Information through the at least one 
subdirectory where the content resides on the server [[; and]] 
system when: 

the licensing information is not found through the root 
directory, or 

[[when]] the licensing information found through the root 
directory does not correspond to the unit of digital 
conten t, soarching for th o licensing information 
through th e subdir e ctory where the unit of digital 
contont rosides on tho sorvor . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , 
wherein the end-user is a user of the client system; 

wherein the client system is the content provider for the end-user: and 
wherein[[,]] identifying the location of licensing information address is in response 
to a request, by [[a]] the client system, to download the unit of digital 
content from the server system to provide to the end-user. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 0, further comprising: 
responding to the request by: 

delivering the unit of digital content to the client system[[;]L 
confirming that a URL pattern referenced in the licensing information 
corresponds to the content URL address of tho unit of digital 

in response to confirming that the URL pattern corresponds to the content URL 
address^ of th o unit of digital contont , procossing and rendering the unit of 
digital content on the client system. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the licensing 
information includes a licensing key. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 12, wherein the license key 
is an encrypted text file. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method Claim 12, wherein the license key 
comprises a first license key, and further comprising: 

overriding any other license key on the server system when the license 
key is located through a root directory of the content URL address 
of tho un i t of digital contont . 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein examining 
comparing the content URL address with the licensing information further 
includes: 

determining whether the licensing information has been altered. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the licensing 
information further includes information pertaining to restrictions on processing 
rendering of the unit of digital content. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the licensing 
information further includes information about a feature of the unit of digital 
content that is enabled or disabled. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein the URL pattern 
referenced in the licensing information indicates one or more content URL 
addresses of liconsod unit of digital content . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A computor program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium comprising: 

computor oxooutablo instructions, which when executed bv a processor in 
a computer system, cause the processor to respond to a request to 
download liconsod a unit of digital content at a content location on a 
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server system, the content location having a content URL address . 



maintaining licensing information at a licensing information 
location on the server system. 



the licensing information location having a 
licensing information address. 

the licensing information location being 

separate from the content location, and 

the licensing information further having 
information for allowing the server 
system to provide the unit of digital 
content to a client system: 



using [a] the content URL address of a unit of dig i ta l content 



to identify the location of the licensing information 
address , th e lic e nsing information comprising 
information for al l owing a source to provide the unit of 
d i g i tal content ; 

using the licensing information address to access the 
licensing information: and 

procossino comparing the content URL address with the 
licensing information to confirm that the sourc e 
identified by unit of digital content associated with the 
content URL address of tho un i t of d i gita l content is 



by: 
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licensed to prov i d e tho unit of dig i tal content be 



provided to the client system. 



20. (Currently Annended) The computor program product tanqiblv-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 19, wherein the instructions for proc e ssing 
tho licons i ng comparing the content URL address with the licensing information 
further include[[s]] instructions to: 

determine a URL pattern referenced in the licensing information; and 
compare the URL pattern referenced in the licensing information with the 



21 . (Currently Amended) The computor program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions to compare the 
URL pattern referenced in the licensing information with the content URL address 

further include: 

instructions to confirm that the license covers the unit of digital content \&- 
li consod by determining that the URL pattern referenced in the 
licensing information corresponds to the content URL address ©f- 
tho unit of digital content . 

22. (Currently Amended) The computor program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 21 , wherein the URL pattern rofor o nced in 
tho l iconsing informat i on corresponds to the content URL address of the content 



content URL address of tho unit of digital content . 
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when the URL pattern matches the content URL address € 

co nt Qn t 



23. (Currently Amended) The computer program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 21 , further comprising: 

responding to a URL pattern roforonced in tho l i consing informat i on that 
corresponds to the content URL address of th e unit of dig i tal 
contont by caus i ng a directing the client system to process render 
the unit of digital content. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 19, wherein the instructions for using the 
content URL address of tho unit of d i g i ta l contont to identify the l ocat i on of the 
licensing information address further include: 

instructions that determine at least one potential location for the licensing 
information on the server system based on [[the]] a prefix of the 
content URL address of tho unit of d i g i ta l content . 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 24, wherein the at least one potential 
location js determined for tho liconsing information is located through a [[root]] 
directory system on the server system, the directory system having a root 
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directory and at least one subdirectory or through a subd i r e ctory c 
where the unit of digita l oont o nt r o sidos . 



26. (Currently Amended) The computer progrann product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 25, further comprising: 

instructions for searching through the root directory for the licensing 
information. 



27. (Currently Amended) The comput e r program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 25, wherein further comprising : 

when tho li consing informat i on is not found through the root d i rectory, 
searching for the licensing information through the at least one 
subdirectory where the unit of digital content resides on the server 
for th e lic e nsing information, and system when: 

the licensing information is not found through the root 
directory, or 

the licensing information found through the root directory 
does not correspond to the unit of digital content- 
soarching through tho subdirootory whoro tho unit of 
d i g i tal cont e nt re si des on the s e rv e r for the licensing 
information . 
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28. (Currently Amended) The computor program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 19, 

wherein the end-user is a user of the client system; 
wherein the client system is the content provider for the end-user: 
wherein[[,]] identifying the location of licensing information address Is in 
response to a request, by [[a]] the client system, to download the 
unit of digital content from the server system to provide to the end- 
user. 



29. (Currently Amended) The computer program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 28, further comprising: 
instructions for responding to the request by: 

delivering the unit of digital content to the client[[;]L 
confirming that a URL pattern referenced in the licensing 

information corresponds to the content URL address of th e 
un i t of d i g i tal contont ; and 
responding in response to confirming that the URL pattern 

corresponds to the content URL address^ of tho un i t of digital 
contont by causing tho client to process rendering the unit of 
digital content on the client system . 
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30. (Currently Amended) The computor program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 19, wherein the licensing information further 
includes a license key. 

31. ^Currently Amended) The comput o r program product tangibly-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 30 whoroin responding to the request 
further includes: 

overriding any other license key on the server system when the license 
key is located through a root directory of the content URL address 
of tho unit of digital content . 

32. (Currently Amended) The computor program product tanoiblv-embodied 
computer-readable medium of Claim 19, wherein the instructions for processing 

the licensing information further include: 

instructions that determine whether there are any restrictions on 
procossing rendering of the unit of digital content. 

33. (Currently Amended) A software system to access li consod determine 
whether a unit of digital content is licensed comprising: 

a communications handler responsive to a request to download a liconsod 
unit of digital content at a content location on a server system, the 
content location having a content URL address from a s e rver 
computor systom ; and 
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licensing manager, in communication with the communications handler, 

whiGl=t the licensing manager being configured to : 

maintain licensing information at a licensing information 

location on the server system, the licensing 

information location having a licensing information 

address, the licensing information location being 

separate from the content location, and the licensing 

information further having information for allowing the 

server system to provide the unit of digital content to a 

client system; 

use[[s]] a content URL address of tho unit of dig i tal content on tho 
serv e r to identify the locat i on of licensing information 
address from tho sorvor. tho li conoing i nformat i on 
compr i sing information for a ll ow i ng a sourc e s e rver syst e m - 
to provide th e unit of digital cont e nt , 

use the licensing information address to access the licensing 
information: and 

tho iicons i ng manag e r e xam i n i ng compare the content URL 

address with the licensing information to confirm that the 
source idontifiod bv unit of digital content associated with the 
content URL address of tho unit of digital content is licensed 
to prov i do tho un i t of d i gital content be provided to the client 
system. 
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34. (Previously Presented) The software system of Claim 33, wherein the 
communications handler or the licensing manager is associated with a runtime 
environment executing on a client system. 

35. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 33, wherein a client 
system initiates the request to download the unit of digital content from the server 
system . 

36. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 33, wherein the 
licensing manager oxamines is configured to compare the content URL address 
with the licensing information to confirm that the unit of digital content is licensed 
by: 

determining a URL pattern referenced in the licensing information; and 
comparing the URL pattern referenced in the licensing information with the 



37. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 36, wherein the 

comparing further includes: 

confirming, by the licensing manager, that the license covers the content 
is licensed when the URL pattern referenced in the licensing 
information corresponds to the content URL address of th e un i t of 
digital contont . 



content URL address 
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38. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 37, wherein the 
licensing manager Is configured to respondffsH to a URL pattern referenced In 
the licensing information, which corresponds to the content URL address of th e 
unit of digital content , by directing [[a]] the client system to process render the 
unit of digital content. 

39. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 33, wherein the 
licensing manager is configured to obtain[[s]] the licensing information by 

determining at least one potential location for the licensing information on the 
server system , the at least one potential location being based on [[the]] a prefix of 
the content URL address of tho unit of digital contont . 

40. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 39, wherein the 
licensing manager is configured to determine the at least one potential location 
[[is]] through a [[root]] directory system on the server or a subdiroctory on the 
soryor which i s tho samo d i rectory whoro tho unit of digital contont is stored 
system, the directory system haying a root directory and at least one 
subdirectory. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 40, wherein the 
licensing manager further includes: 
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a search routine to search through the root directory for the licensing 
information. 

42. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim [[41]] 40, wherein, 
when the licensing manager determines that licensing information is not found 
through the root directory, the search routine is further configured directed to 
search for the licensing information through the at least one subdirectory which is 
the same directory where the unit of digital content is stored; and resides on the 
server system when: 

the licensing manager determines that licensing information is not found 

through the root directory, or 
when-the licensing information found through the root directory does not 

correspond to the unit of digital content, th o s e arch rout i ne is 

directed to search th e subd i r e ctory, which is th e sam e d i rectory 

where the unit of digital content i s stor e d . 

43. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 33, wherein the 
licensing manager further includes: 

logic for forgoing processing of any other licensing information on the 

server svstem when the licensing information is located through a- 
fGot the directory svstem. using a prefix of the content URL 

address of the unit of digital contont . 



-21- 



Application No. 10/692,314 
Attorney Docl<et No. 09612.1049-00000 

44. (Currently Amended) The software system of Claim 33, wherein the 
licensing manager examining the licensing informat i on js further includ e s 
determining configured to determine from the licensing information whether there 
are any restrictions on proc e ss i ng rendering of the unit of digital content. 

45. (Currently Amended) A system for acc o ssing li censed determining 
whether a unit of digital content is licensed, comprising: 

means for maintaining a unit of digital content at a content location on a 

server system, the content location having a content URL address; 
means for maintaining licensing information at a licensing information 
location on the server system, 

the licensing information location having a licensing 

information address, 
the licensing information location being separate from the 

content location, and 
the licensing information further having information for 
allowing the server svstem to provide the unit of 
digital content to a client system; 
means for using a content URL address of th o unit of digital content on a 
server system to l ocate identify the licensing information address- 
tho licensing information comprising information for allowing a 
€0ttf6» ^orvor svstom to prov i de tho unit of digita l contont ; 
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means for using the licensing information address to access the licensing 

information: and 

means for oxamining comparing the content URL address with the 

licensing information to confirm that the sourc e identifi e d by unit of 
digital content associated with the content URL address of tho unit 
of digital content is licensed to provide tho unit of digital cont o nt be 
provided to the client system. 



-23- 



